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Space Weather: past, present and future

Summary

Space Weather is the influence of space environment variability on technology and human health.
While our Sun is remarkably constant in the wavelengths that illuminate and warm us, it is
extremely variable in other wavelengths and in its emission of plasma and energetic particles.
Mankind’s increasing dependence on technology is creating new concerns and Space Weather has
finally captured the attention of politicians. The question is being asked as to what would be the
consequences in today’s high technology society of a repeat of the major solar flare event
observed in white-light by Richard Carrington in 1859. The lecture will review the history,
current status and recommendations for future strategies, particularly with respect to radiation
effects.



