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(Partial) genealogy of UK X-ray astronomy
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This poster presents a partial genealogy of UK X-ray astronomy, taking 
records of previous PhD students at UCL-MSSL as a starting point. It shows 
which research areas have been transmitted across multiple generations of 

supervisors and students, and how space science has spread out into 
different universities over the course of the last five decades. If you have 

further information to add to this, please get in touch!

Harrie Massey
Cambridge, 1932
Particle collisions

Peter Willmore
UCL, 1954/1955

Ion scattering

Robert Boyd
UCL, 1949

Ion detection

Ken Pounds
UCL, 1961

Solar X-rays/UV

Len Culhane
UCL, 1966

Solar X-rays

Pete Sanford

Andy Fabian
UCL-MSSL, 1972
X-ray background

Mike Cruise
UCL-MSSL, 1973

Galactic X-ray sources

Trevor Ponman
Birmingham, 1981/1982
Galactic X-ray sources

Fred Hawkins
UCL-MSSL, 1975

X-ray optics

Phil Charles
UCL-MSSL, 1976

Supernovae

Keith Mason
UCL-MSSL, 1976

X-ray binaries

R. Mitchell
UCL-MSSL, 1976

Extragalactic

Chris Rapley
UCL-MSSL, 1976

X-ray Instrumentation

Nick White
UCL-MSSL, 1977

X-ray binaries

Graziella Branduardi
UCL-MSSL, 1977

X-ray binaries

John Stark
UCL-MSSL, 1977

Supernovae

John Zarnecki
UCL-MSSL, 1977

Supernovae

G. Parkes
UCL-MSSL, 1979
Galactic sources

Rod Blissett
UCL-MSSL, 1980

Data analysis/binaries

Paul Barr
UCL-MSSL, 1980

AGN

G. Pollard
UCL-MSSL, 1980
X-ray background

Ian Mason
UCL-MSSL, 1981
Instrumentation

Arvind Parmar
UCL-MSSL, 1981

Binaries/solar X-rays

Nihal Ercan
UCL-MSSL, 1983

Galactic X-ray sources

Robin Corbet
UCL-MSSL, 1984

binaries

Richard Cole
UCL-MSSL, 1986
White Dwarves

Simon Rosen
UCL-MSSL, 1987

mCVs/Clusters

Nick Elton
UCL-MSSL, 1988

Gravitiational 
waves/radiative transfer

Coel Hellier
UCL-MSSL, 1989

Binaries

Julian Osborne
UCL-MSSL, 1989

CVs

Jon Mittaz
UCL-MSSL, 1991

AGN

Liz Puchanarewicz
UCL-MSSL, 1992

AGN

Chris Jomaron
UCL-MSSL, 1994

Binaries

Mark Garlick
UCL-MSSL, 1994

Polars

Gavin Ramsay
UCL-MSSL, 1995
AM Hers (binaries)

Mat Page
UCL-MSSL, 1997

X-ray surveys

Steve Potter
UCL-MSSL, 1998

mCVs

Mark Cropper
Cape Town

Encarni Romero-Colmenero
UCL-MSSL, 1994

NELGs/AGN

Kerry Nicholson
UCL-MSSL, 1998

LINERs/AGN

Kate Harrop-Allin
UCL-MSSL, 1999

Polars

Vito Graffagnino
UCL-MSSL, 2000

CVs

Steve Welch
UCL-MSSL, 2001

X-ray CCD algorithms

Nikita Salvi
UCL-MSSL, 2003

AGN

Rhaana Starling
UCL-MSSL, 2004

AGN

Alex Blustin
UCL-MSSL, 2004

AGN

Cynthia James
UCL-MSSL, MPhil 2001

CVs

Chris Bridge
UCL-MSSL, 2004

Polars

Tracey Poole
UCL-MSSL, 2004

CVs

Ceri Ashton
UCL-MSSL, MPhil 2005

AGN

Tom Dwelly
UCL-MSSL, [2006]

X-ray surveys

Chris Copperwheat
UCL-MSSL, [2006]

ULXs

Andy Beardmore
Leicester, 1995

mCVs

Darren Baskill
Leicester, 2003

Non-magnetic CVs

Cheryl Hurkett
Leicester, ongoing

GRBs
Katie McGowan

Oxford, 2000
Binaries

Chris Reynolds
Cambridge, 1996

AGN

Chris Done
Cambridge ?

?

Julia Lee
Cambridge, 2000

AGN

Adrian Turner
Cambridge, 2004

AGN

Robert Dunn
Cambridge, 2006

Clusters

Lisa Voigt
Cambridge, 2004

Clusters

Jamie Crummy
Cambridge, 2006

AGN

Raquel Morales
Cambridge, 2002

AGN

Ranjan Vasudevan
Cambridge, 2006

AGN

Ian McHardy
Cambridge 1978
Radio clusters

Andy Green
Southampton 1993

AGN

Phil Uttley
Southampton 2000

AGN

Ewan O’Sullivan
Birmingham, 2002

Galaxies

Ben Maughan
Birmingham, 2005

Clusters

John Osmond
Birmingham, 2005

Groups?

Nazirah Jetha
Birmingham, 2006

Clusters

Nicola Brassington
Birmingham, 2006
Interacting galaxies

Martin Turner
Durham, 1969/1970

Cosmic rays

Arnold Wolfendale
Manchester, 1953

Cosmic rays

James Reeves
Leicester, 1999

AGN

Kim Page
Leicester, 2003

AGN

Joe Hill
Leicester, 1998
Instrumentation

Antony Lawson
Leicester, 1995

AGN

Martin Elvis
Leicester, 1978

AGN

Mike Watson
Leicester, 1979

Binaries

Andy Lawrence
Leicester, 1980

AGN

Ian George
Leicester, 1988

AGN

Kirpal (Paul) Nandra
Leicester, 1991

AGN

Jane Turner
Leicester, 1988

AGN

Bob Warwick
Manchester, 1975
Radio astronomy

Pete Wheatley
Leicester, 1995

CVs

Yueheng Xu
Leicester, ongoing

ULXs

A. L. Longinotti
Imperial, 2005?

AGN

Steven Fuerst
UCL-MSSL, PhD 2006
Radiative transfer/GR

Kinwah Wu
Louisiana State (USA)

Radiative transfer

Malcolm Longair
Cambridge 1969
Radio galaxies

?

Paul O’Brien
UCL, 1987

UV astronomy (AGN)

Pat Schady
UCL-MSSL, ongoing

GRBs

Sam Oates
UCL-MSSL, ongoing

GRBs

Sushan Yow
UCL-MSSL, MPhil [2006]

CVs?


